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Good evening friends, welcome. Today we meet &epke the Festival of Scorpio, and to spend
some time thinking about the theme and natureisfgteat sign of discipleship, and then in our
meditation to register and distribute into humamsmousness the inpouring energies of light,
love and power that are uniquely potent at thigtohthe full moon.

Scorpio governs the Path of Discipleship. It isaatiuous path full of many tests and trials and
tribulations. So it seems like a good theme todgoron because many individuals and groups
and even nations are now at the stage, or on ttge wd stepping onto the Path of Discipleship.
At least the opportunity to do so is at hand if wée the strength of will and the vision to take
the next step. So in our meditation work let uskhdeeply on the qualities needed for the
discipleship path, particularly as it relates toagsa people and a nation. Right now there seems
to be a need for an expanded sense of vision, adim@etion that will lead us in an upward
direction towards the all-inclusive love of the gposoul. So let's use this time to focus our
minds in the group soul and visualise our relatigmsvith the hundreds of other groups working
in meditation around the world. And then let uarsbtogether the mantram of the new group of
world serves.

May the Power of the one Life pour through the grotiall true servers.
May the Love of the one Soul characterize the lvfesll who seek to aid the Great Ones.
May | fulfil my part in the one Work through selbfgetfulness, harmlessness, and right speech.

It is significant that the word Power appears imgnaf the invocative mantrams given to us by
the Tibetan. "May the Power of the one Life..." the Great Invocation: "Let Light and Love
and Power restore the Plan on earth." And the fag of Will or Power has been projected
directly into human consciousness three or fouesinn the past one hundred years, an energy
that is rarely used unless it is first condition®dthe quality of Love of the spiritual Hierarchy.
This spiritual emphasis on the use of power is v&gessary at this time if humanity is ever to
make a successful transition into the Aquarian ageis first ray energy has, as we have seen,
exercised its destructive aspect on many old palitand ideological forms that were inhibiting
human progress; and now it is providing a new ggitiincentive for human intentions to move
towards a higher state of synthesis. It is a pothat, when used selflessly, will empower
humanity to seek a whole new direction in its dkealife. So when we invoke the Power of the
one Life in the mantram, we are calling for theajrenergy of synthesis to draw together and
empower the men and women of goodwill all over wald. It is the power to build right
relationships and transcend the old tendency taraépeness.

Now of course the energies of Scorpio synchroneny well with the powerful quality of the first
ray. As we are told, "Scorpio is the great comatiein which influences the turning point both in
the life of humanity and the life of the individuaiman being". This spiritual note of Scorpio is
extremely necessary for the situation in the wadday. If humanity can't make a change of
direction, it runs the risk of falling back intogtdarkness which has characterized so much of
human life over the past 500 years. All aspedifefalong the seven ray paths--need to respond
positively to the powerful influence of Scorpio. tBresponse must be to the higher, more
powerful aspect of this sign. For too long, humasponse to this inpouring energy has been
only to its lower aspect and sounding the lowemkdg of Scorpio: "Let Maya flourish and let
deception rule". The deception created by the miyaes of materialism has certainly
dominated human life for centuries. And this hagainly been the path of pain and suffering.



But it doesn't have to always be this way; humaisityot forever locked into this sorrowful path.
There are better alternatives. But it takes a dasiappeal to one's higher angels.

The human response to the influence of any paatictibnstellation, like Scorpio, doesn't even
begin to appear until the individual consciousnisssensitive to the qualities conveyed by its
energies. So a response to the lower aspect hatagpears first, as human consciousness
slowly unfolds. It is inevitable, then, that therdes of maya become the dominant influence in
the early stages of evolution. Therefore the niatérrces have gained most of the power today.
And power and holding onto power is the drivingckr This is why power is given to money
and all the things money can buy. It provides plogver to acquire and possess, and thus to
continuously satisfy the strong force of desird.cQurse desire can never to satiated; it demands
constant feeding. And that is why it has such westul control over human nature. This is
really the crux of the problem: who is in contréltbese forces of the material world? Are we in
control of our desire impulses, or does the powfethe allure, the glitz and the glamour of
material things control us?

This is the crucial question for any individual wisaready to seriously step onto the upward path
of discipleship and face all the tests that araiired. And the same is true for humanity, the
world disciple, during this significant transitigreriod into the new age. This is the time when
the influence of Scorpio comes into play for thageo are sensitive to it; a time when the

individual disciple and the world disciple are fagithe tests of the first and second initiations in
particular. It is a time when all must face th@gass of reorientation, of moving in a new

direction toward freedom from repeating the mistal@ the past. Scorpio provides the

opportunity and the necessary testing processlpokeep the focus on the new direction.

Scorpio carries the tests and crises of life rignvn onto the physical plane, where they can be
solved by the reasoning mind. We don't need to fhe truth--the reality of a situation or
circumstance; we need only fear denial, ignoratieetendency to blame others, and the sense of
our own unquestioning self-righteousness. Perkti@ipss why the nine tests of Scorpio have to
do with the physical plane. The disciple is confeal with tests and trials right in the depths of
his outer life where they cannot be avoided or ggdsover; where the pairs of opposites must be
confronted and choices made. Let us take a lodkesie tests, keeping in mind that they apply
both to the individual disciple and to humanitye thiorld disciple. They concern the three levels
of the human being as they fuse and blend on tlysigdl plane: the physical, emotional and
mental levels of the outer man, the personality.

The tests of the physical plane are those of opetites--of what we hunger for physically--and
they include the tests of sex, of money, and ofqeal comfort. The tests of the emotional plane
are again three: they are of fear, hatred, andtamball of which concern desire. And the tests
of the mental plane (of the lower critical, anatgli mind) are those of pride, separativeness, and
cruelty. Notice that that last test belongs tortfied, for mental cruelty is the most vicious df al
and it is a severe test of our true nature, for 8&san thinketh in his heart, so is he."

When we look at humanity we can recognize quitarbjehow crucial these tests are, and how
much ground lies ahead of us still to be coverdtk haven't even passed the tests of the physical
plane yet. Sex and money are greater obsessianseirer, and so is physical comfort, for those
who have it seem prepared to do almost anythimgdeerve it. The Western affluent nations are
not called upon to make extreme sacrifices, buy e being asked to share the bounties of
material existence, and so far the affirmationésyvtentative. It's there and getting louder, but
meanwhile millions if not billions of the world'sepple can only dream of being able to go
through the test of physical comfort.



On the emotional plane humanity is being equalte®. Fear, hatred and ambition are still
major conditioning glamours that sway humanity dealve it vulnerable to the forces of evil
which seek to feed the sense of separativenesgraed and misuse of power. Just where we
stand as a species | couldn’t say, but the resoluif the ninefold testing will come, the Tibetan
says, "when the masses of people everywhere axénoed that right human relations are of far
greater importance than greed, human pride, tealtgrabbing, and material possessions."

Right human relations are the whole point of therficotest, for when the conflict has finally,
thoroughly exhausted itself, there comes_the usggobdwill. This comes as a result of conflict
experienced and which has spent itself. The bdttbsn't last forever, for as our keynote reminds
us, "Warrior | am, and from the battle | emergarmphant.”

There is an interesting thing about the disciplé&saorpio who is facing the required tests and
trials in preparation for initiation. These testsd trials are self-initiated. The disciple puts
himself or herself into the positive or conditiogianvironment where the trials and the discipline
are unavoidable and inevitable. He or she, assthd, chooses certain life situations and
circumstances with deliberate intent. And the igiscdoes this because he or she has reached a
high degree of soul contact and is inwardly awhes the opportunity is at hand to move forward
on the path of initiation.

You may wonder why would one want to deliberatelpject oneself to all the struggle and pain
when facing such tests as overcoming all fearteltiency to hatred, all tendency to personal
ambition for power and self importance, all tendetw pride and separativeness and selfishness,
just to name a few. These are strong feelingdreteand attitudes that eventually have to be
overcome and brought under control so that thelonger rule or influence the outer life. For a
long time—over hundreds of lifetimes—these attimdad feelings have been the line of least
resistance; but now a new pattern of acting andtirep must take over, and this is the
opportunity in spite of the pain.

We are told that when the mind has reached avelgthigh stage of development, the memory
aspect is evoked in a new and conscious mannes. the sum total of all the personality
characteristics which have remained unconquered umrstdibdued and which must finally be
overcome before initiation can be taken. At thiage when the mind is finally open and
receptive to the controlling, redeeming influenddah soul, all of this ancient memory rises to
the surface of consciousness and then—the fighnhis It would be futile to fight these hidden
forces before the time was right; right timing igegything in occult work. If the will of the soul
wasn’t present, then it would be a wasted eff@dut when the soul undergoes these tests and
trails in the sign of Scorpio, then the keynotdrafmph assures success, and much progress can
be made.

In our meditation work, let us recall that the ejes of Scorpio influence “the turning point in
the life of humanity and the life of the individuaiman being.” We, as a people and as a nation,
seem reluctant to make the turn, preferring insteathll back on the ways of blindness, self-
centeredness and material comfort. The only suag W make the turn is to invoke and
substitute the stronger power of Love-Wisdom, timergy of the national soul, the group
conscious soul. The power of Love provides thergfth of will to direct our feet onto the true
Path of Discipleship. That Love will bring to ligthe divine Love that underlies the happenings
of the time. And through that Love we, the Warnwill emerge triumphant.
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