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Wesak Full Moon, May 2017 

Divine Desire 

I See and When The Eye is Opened, All is Light. 

Simon Marlow 

Friends here in the Lucis Trust library in London, and to friends and co-workers all around 

the world who are listening in over the internet, a warm welcome to our meeting this evening 

when we celebrate the second in the sequence of the three major spiritual festivals of the 

year, the full moon in the sign of Taurus, the bull. The actual time of the full moon is in four 

hours from now at 10.42 this evening, so we are working in the final moments of preparation 

and alignment to make the best use of this great spiritual opportunity. Traditionally this 

festival normally occurs in the month of May, and it marks the time of Wesak which is used 

by so many communities and religious groups around the world to celebrate the birth, the life 

gifts and the death of one of the most extraordinary figures to have emerged from within “the 

centre which we call humanity” – the Buddha. 

For the esotericist, it is an especially important moment, because at this time of the spiritual 

year the experience is that he is nearer to humanity than at any other. So it is an opportunity 

we must make conscious use of with a constant recollection of our alignment with the soul 

and with the Spiritual Triad, and of the blessing that he is able to give to humanity as a 

whole. The Buddha, who has always been regarded as the supreme exponent of 

enlightenment, can now perhaps more accurately be thought of as the expression of the will 

of God. As such this great being is a vessel through which the light of truth can pour into the 

human kingdom so that we can all gradually discern more of the divine purpose and begin to 

embrace it with the mind, nurture it in the heart and manifest it practically in the material 

world. 

Perhaps the Buddha is most well known for the four noble truths and his delineation of the 

eightfold path, so it would be well worth reacquainting ourselves with these. They are: 

Firstly, that being alive in the material world is inseparable from suffering. 

Secondly, that the cause of living in the material world is desire. 

Thirdly, that the cessation of suffering can only be brought about by the cessation of 

desire. 

Fourthly, that the way in which this can be achieved is through the disciplines of the 

noble eightfold path – the path of right values, right speech, right modes of living, 

right thought, right aspiration, right behaviour, right effort, all of which lead to the 

final stage of right contemplation or bliss.  

These profound spiritual insights still inspire millions of people around the world to tread the 

way of self discipline, of self discovery and of final liberation from the shell of the outer self. 

This supervenes when we have truly achieved enlightenment. And they have an especial 

relevance to humanity today as we shall shortly discover. So let us pause for a moment here 

to ponder on the service which the Buddha’s life embodied for humanity and his 

achievements and then we will say together the keynote for the disciple in Taurus which we 

will be using as our meditation seed thought later on and which so beautifully encapsulates 

the concept of illumination and liberation: 

I See and When The Eye is Opened, All is Light. 
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I think it would be useful to spend a few minutes looking at the nature of desire. This is 

something that each one of us must face and deal with as we start to tread the spiritual path, 

for no real progress is really possible until we have confronted desire and learnt how to 

transcend its hold over the personality. In essence it is the desire of the separated self, or 

personality, for those material goods and possessions and personality achievements, that it is 

assumed will bring comfort, pleasure, security, a sense of self worth, power over others, and 

so on. While this mode of self-aggrandisement does temporarily sometimes produce what is 

desired, fortunately for us all it also tends to produce the opposite effects, for selfish desire 

always contains within it the seeds of its own destruction and after the experience of these 

effects, we will hopefully emerge chastened and, as a result, wiser too. As the Old 

Commentary expresses it, “The sharp shears of sorrow must separate the real from the unreal; 

the lash of pain must awaken the sleepy soul to exquisite life; the wrenching away of the 

roots of life from the soil of selfish desire must be undergone, and then the man stands free.”  

This is the bitter sweet lesson that every disciple learns, and the sooner the better, for not only 

does it slowly bring to an end the experience of suffering generated by self-centred desire, but 

it gradually releases the disciple into the life of the soul whose qualities are the opposite of 

the personality. Selfishness gives way to selflessness and altruism; self-aggrandisement gives 

way to generosity and service. 

We have been told, and it is obvious to those that have eyes to see, that humanity is now 

becoming the world disciple. The terrific tests of conflict and the ideological clashes that 

have predominated over the past hundred years or more, plus humanity’s growing response to 

the needs not just of other human beings but of all life on our beautiful planet indicate that the 

soul is awakening. It was this reality that enabled Roosevelt to intuit and ground his idea of 

the Four Freedoms. It is this fact which continues to justify the Tibetan’s assertion that unity, 

peace and plenty are an achievable reality for humanity. It is this fact which has led to the 

formulation of the UN’s millennium development goals and now the sustainable development 

goals. It is this fact which lies behind the optimism and hope we feel as we observe all the life 

enhancing initiatives taking place around the world every day. The disciple discovers that 

with the soul, all things become possible, though usually not in the way that we as 

personalities imagine. Humanity is beginning to discover the same thing. 

In the Discipleship in the New Age books, many of us will have read the letters from the 

Tibetan to his group of disciples directing them on the path of spiritual self-recollection and 

personal self-forgetfulness, encouraging them to nourish the soul and discount all else. But 

these disciples were very human and all of them had to deal with personality defects of one 

sort or another whose presence resulted in a path through life that was not always straight. 

For all who tread the path, glamours arise, laziness dominates at times, mistakes are made, 

there are relapses into the personality mode of living. So it is hardly surprising that humanity 

as a whole has also exhibited these tendencies and has sometimes deviated from its Plan-

indicated path during the past decades.  

At times the personality of humanity has reasserted itself and drowned out the voice of 

conscience and the light of reason. At other times the values of the Soul have been in the 

ascendant. For example, the heavy overshadowing cloud that the Tibetan describes as 

hovering over the Middle East has not yet been dissipated by creative goodwill, but instead is 

still precipitating into the life of humanity in fanaticism, intolerance and a violence that 

continues to bring tragedy and unspeakable suffering to millions of people. There is another 

side to this coin, though. It is the tireless work of NGOs, and of some of the leading 

statesmen of the world, and also of the unsung service of international civil servants. These 

are quietly but powerfully working behind the scenes for a lasting solution. Sometimes the 
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swing between the opposites plumbs the depths of human depravity, and at other times 

creative initiatives and soul inspired movements bring hope and the prospect of practical 

remedy. 

It is easy to pick out a wealth of particular examples to support this thesis. But perhaps the 

most important area that we should look at is a more universal one – Economics. For this is 

intimately linked with one of the main areas of the Buddha’s concern – desire – and it holds 

within it the two opposite poles of selfish desire, and soul service. 

For orthodox economists, it is axiomatic that it is economic growth that is the key to 

prosperity, to full employment and to the ability of all to achieve their potential. This holds 

true whether you are politically of the left or the right. For this to work, people need to be 

encouraged to buy more, to consume more – that happiness will be achieved with just one 

more Rolls Royce! From a spiritual point of view, this is not only nonsense, but downright 

dangerous. Even from an outer point of view, if we take a step back and think this through it 

is clearly an impossible path for the long term. Because for it to work it means more and 

more people consuming more and more material goods in a compound growth curve that will 

bring disaster in a few decades. It means a deliberate cultivation by the advertising industry 

of the very material desires that we should be growing out of. This is not spiritual progress at 

all, nor in long run even material progress, it is a path to disaster. As David Attenborough 

remarked once: “Anyone who believes in indefinite growth on a physically finite planet is 

either mad or an economist”! 

The reality of this is well articulated by the Global Footprint Network. “Humanity uses the 

equivalent of 1.5 planets to provide the resources we use and absorb our waste. This means it 

now takes the Earth one year and six months to regenerate what we use in a year. Moderate 

UN scenarios suggest that if current population and consumption trends continue, by the 

2030s, we will need the equivalent of two Earths to support us. And of course, we only have 

one. Turning resources into waste faster than waste can be turned back into resources puts us 

in global ecological overshoot, depleting the very resources on which human life and 

biodiversity depend.”  

Fortunately there are individual economists and NGOs who are alive to this issue and are 

serving by presenting humanity with better alternatives. One that has recently come to our 

attention is the work of Oxford academic, Kate Raworth, with her well thought through but 

essentially simple idea that she calls “Doughnut Economics – Seven Ways to Think Like a 

21st century Economist”.  

She articulates well what we all know, that: “humanity’s 21st century challenge is to meet the 

needs of all within the means of the planet. In other words, to ensure that no one falls short on 

life’s essentials (from food and housing to healthcare and political voice), while ensuring that 

collectively we do not overshoot our pressure on Earth’s life-supporting systems, on which 

we fundamentally depend – such as a stable climate, fertile soils, and a protective ozone 

layer.” 

In a recent Guardian article she wrote: “About 13% of the world’s population is 

undernourished, 19% live without access to electricity, and 21% live on less than $1.25 a 

day... It’s a sign of just how deeply unequal and unsustainable the current path of 

development is. But the most striking story here is the good news: ending poverty need not be 

a source of stress on planetary boundaries.” 

“Bringing electricity to the 19% of the world’s population (1.3 billion people) without it 

could be achieved for less than a 1% increase in global CO2 emissions. And the additional 

calories needed by the 13% of the world’s population facing hunger (850 million people) 

http://www.footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/GFN/page/world_footprint/
http://www.footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/GFN/page/glossary/#overshoot
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equals just 3% of the global food supply. That’s nothing compared with the 30% of food that 

gets lost or wasted in the supply chain.” 

“The biggest sources of planetary boundary stress today are the excessive consumption levels 

of the world’s wealthiest people, and the production patterns of the companies producing the 

goods and services they buy. Just 11% of the global population generate approximately 50% 

of global carbon emissions, and the richest 10% of people in the world hold 57% of global 

income. It’s wealth, not poverty, that’s putting this planet under pressure. That’s where we 

need to address the problem.” 

In her work and in the work of other dedicated and enlightened economists, we are given a 

vision of a different economics, one that puts people and planet first, one that sees ecological 

responsibility, nurturing biodiversity and sustainability as prime values, that sees money as 

there to serve human need, not human greed.  

This is a beautiful example of a group of people who have seen the folly of unfettered desire, 

and who are serving by replacing it with a different dimension of desire – so different in fact, 

that we sometimes give it different names like ‘aspiration’ and ‘love’. Here we have desire 

with the self taken out, and the soul brought to the surface. We can call it divine desire in 

fact. And it is a most necessary virtue that we all need to build into ourselves. 

This is just one example among many that we could make that illustrates an amazing shift in 

human consciousness that is occurring as a direct effect of the transition from the Piscean era 

into Aquarius and the accompanying change over from a predominantly 6th ray environment 

into one in which the 7th ray of order is beginning to hold sway.  

Perhaps the pinnacle of achievement of the 6th ray in the past was contained in the mystical 

experience. The architecture of religious buildings and the culture of the period reflect the 

aspiration to this core human experience. We can think of the soaring gothic arches and 

slender steeples pointing heaven-wards, or the sublime beauty of Renaissance polyphonic 

church music. These are all wonderful witnesses to this attitude of the devoted heart and the 

sense of abstract other-worldliness, to what people call the ‘sense of the sacred’. The glories 

of this experience are well documented in anthologies such as F C Happold’s book on 

“Mysticism”, and Aldous Huxley’s “The Perennial Philosophy”. These beautifully illustrate 

the profundity and reality of the sense of oneness with the divine ground or reality which 

underlies all outer form. This is the essence of the mystical path, and all the other experiences 

of life in the three worlds are seen as simply preparatory and transient by comparison.  

But the descriptions and excerpts that these anthologies contain, in all their beauty, are 

inevitably drawn from the past and so are of course coloured by the old 6th ray qualities of 

devotional idealism and abstract other-worldliness. So we need to ask ourselves how this core 

human experience is being modulated by the incoming energies of Aquarius and the 7th ray, 

and if there is a change in how it manifests. This is a difficult question as these new energies 

are not yet in full manifestation. But we can be helped to understand by looking at the parallel 

situation which arose at the transition from Aries to Pisces 2,000 years ago which began the 

era we are now emerging from. The life and work of St Paul exemplifies the problem, for 

although he recognised and responded to the energies of the then new dispensation, his 

inability to detach himself from the old blood sacrifice religion of pre-Christian Judaism 

warped the course of Christianity. Consequently the emphasis, certainly in western 

Christianity, has been upon the death of Jesus on the cross as the saving agency for humanity, 

rather than on the manifestation of the living Christ, the soul, resurrected from the tomb of 

matter, as it should have been.  
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In the same way in our own time now we have a great difficulty in looking at the new 

energies and the new dispensation emerging now without our Piscean and 6th ray glasses on. 

Nevertheless it is important that we try. 

Perhaps it will help if we realise that the presence of these new energies has been felt for at 

least a couple of hundred years or more. With the incoming 7th ray the sense of oneness has 

tended to shift away from the inner abstract planes and is now being grounded directly into 

our experience in the material world. This new sense of oneness, of 

identity with other human beings for example, was what incentivised 

William Wilberforce and his group of committed co-workers in their 

work to abolish slavery. The medallion designed by Josiah Wedgwood 

which they sold by the thousand to support their campaign had an image 

of an African in chains with the caption ‘Am I not a man and a brother?’ 

The same sense of the recognition of suffering and injustice and of 

identification with those affected galvanised all the movements for social improvement in the 

Victorian era and beyond. And this continues all the way through to our present time which is 

remarkable for the service efforts of ordinary people touched by the soul who are able to do 

extraordinary things. 

In our own time especially, scientific enquiry and research has led to the discovery and 

decoding of the DNA building blocks of life which demonstrate the oneness of biological life 

as a scientific fact. This is a new way to perceive what the esotericist has long asserted, that 

there is one reality, one life, that lives in each and all. What a service this has been to 

humanity. We are gradually responding to its implications, though perhaps too slowly some 

will say. But this will inevitably grow into the manifestation of a remarkably different and 

new humanity touched by the soul and the will-to-good in fresh and living ways. This can be 

difficult to imagine, but something new is on its way, and we need to learn to be fully open to 

it, leaving the past behind as a treasured memory and most definitely not as a shackle. 

“Forgetting the things which lie behind, we will strive towards our higher spiritual 

possibilities”, as the saying goes. 

In fact these discoveries and experiences and activities are now a major way in which what 

has previously been an inner mystical union is being increasingly experienced. The sense of 

universality, so much a quality of the soul side of Aquarius, is now a key aspect of the 

intellectual, spiritual and practical life of humanity. This experience of the reality of oneness 

is the new sacredness, and it is in a sense almost being driven or forced into expression by the 

energies of the past crystallising into selfishness, intolerance and a wicked cruelty. The forces 

of unregenerate materialism and social and cultural selfishness are now being confronted by 

the multitude of progressive elements who see the material form not as something to be 

despised, but as the vehicle of the soul. This is the new materialism, a redeemed materialism 

in fact. For these people life is not about certainty and dogmatic assertion, rather an 

exploration and a journey into new truth. For these people their natural home is the core value 

that lies at the heart of their work – service. In fact service as an expression of identification 

is the new mysticism. Service is divine desire in manifestation. And divine desire is a 

synthesis of the different aspects of the Buddha’s eightfold path to love and to truth and, of 

course, to the alleviation and eventual cessation of suffering. 


