The Cycle of Conferences – The Geneva Accord

Why Geneva?

One of the interesting factors in world politics at this time is the role that some of the smaller, less politically influential nations are playing in offsetting the power politics of the larger ones. This was particularly noticeable in our project on UN Reform; despite the jockeying for position and influence and the arguments on Security Council reform, nations such as Switzerland, Canada and New Zealand worked hard to counteract the attention that was being deflected from the important issues of human rights and international law. Switzerland lead efforts to put human rights at the centre of UN reform, and its ideas on how to improve the Human Rights Commission were incorporated into the UN reform package. A powerful statement expressing the Swiss stance on UN Reform was made at the General Assembly by the foreign minister, Micheline Calmy-Rey, and this can still be accessed on the Cycle of Conferences download page for the next two weeks.

Of course, the Geneva Accord, which is once again the sole focus of our attention, is another instance of Switzerland’s prominence on the international stage. Interestingly, Geneva seems to eclipse the political capital of Switzerland, Berne, as one of the important cities in the world, and has become a name that we immediately associate with world conferences and councils on the promotion of human rights and right international relationships. It was here that the League of Nations built the Palais des Nations as its headquarters, and when its successor, the United Nations was set up in New York, it was retained as the European office of the UN. The Centre for Human Rights was later established in this building and many other humanitarian institutions are based in Geneva. The city first made a real impact on the world stage in 1864, when Henri Dunant, founder of the Red Cross inspired the first of four Geneva conventions to protect the sick and wounded in wartime. And ever since then the Red Cross has played an integral part in the drafting and enforcement of the Geneva Conventions, the most familiar being those concerning the treatment of prisoners of war and the protection of victims of war, which entered into force in 1950. 

To understand why the city of Geneva seems to have this disproportionate influence and power, we have to consider the major cities of the world as inlets for spiritual force. In Alice Bailey’s book, Destiny of the Nations, published in 1949, we are told: “The force which the centre at Geneva is expressing (at present ineffectually, though later a change will come) is that of the second Ray of Love-Wisdom, with its major emphasis at this time upon the quality of inclusiveness. It is concerned with the ‘binding together in brotherly love’ and with the expression of the nature of service. This planetary centre, which conditions the little country of Switzerland, has had a most potent effect upon that country and a study of these effects will demonstrate future possibility for the world, once the flow of its energy is less obstructed.  It has produced the fusion of three powerful racial types in group formation* and not through admixture as in the United States; it has enabled two relatively antagonistic divisions of the Christian faith to work together with a minimum of friction; it has made Geneva the seat of the Red Cross — that world activity which works truly impartially with and for the nationals of all countries and for the prisoners of all nations; it housed that sad but well-intentioned experiment which was called the League of Nations, and will again house a more true league to meet the world need; it is that which protected the small country from the aggressive sweep of the Axis powers.  The motto or note of this centre is ‘I seek to fuse, to blend and serve.’  (pp 96-97)

Like all nations, Switzerland has its darker, material character and its position of neutrality has sometimes seemed governed by distaste for conflict due to a distorted idealism bordering on isolationism. It is interesting to note that it is still not a member of the European Union, and along with Rwanda was one of the last nations of the world to sign up for full membership of the UN. However, its ability to cement the fusing and blending powers of its planetary energy into political ideas of unity shows that in Switzerland we see a nation clearly demonstrating discipleship qualities; it is a country that has touched the vision transmitted on the stream of energy flowing through its planetary centre, and is working relentlessly to bring it into concrete manifestation in the world. 

Generally we see the spirit of Geneva consolidating around high morals and principles and perhaps this is why the humanitarian organisations connected with the League of Nations stayed in Geneva when the United Nations was set up in New York. The governing sign of Geneva is Leo, the higher quality of which is group consciousness, and this force seemed evident in the League of Nations, with Geneva’s first ray soul empowering the group idea with the energy of will and its second ray personality adding the blending and fusing power of love. Although there was not sufficient grounding energy to sustain the League of Nations at that time, the first major precipitation of the idea of a world comity of nations was realised in human consciousness. The establishment of its successor, the United Nations, in New York, drew upon this cities soul ray of love-wisdom and introduced the potencies of the sign Cancer, facilitating an idea’s physical incarnation; New York’s third ray personality of active intelligence also provided the practical energy to further precipitate and implement it. The power of New York’s spiritual motto, “I light the Way,” thus led the world forward at that time.

 The planetary keynotes are important to bear in mind in our visualisations in the Cycle of Conferences. As with all the meditations used by World Goodwill and Triangles, they conclude with the radiation of energy and impressions contacted through the five planetary inlets: London, Darjeeling, New York, Geneva and Tokyo. While New York, London and Geneva are the most awakened and active of the planetary centres at present, we are told that the influences of Geneva and Darjeeling are more subjective than those of the other centres and pure spiritual energy can be directed with more facility through these two centres. This knowledge can be of use to us in our work with the Geneva Accord, which even in its title, is borne on the energy of this planetary centre. It is something worth bearing in mind during the distribution phase of our work when we visualise spiritual energy flowing through the five planetary inlets “irradiating the entire region of the Middle East.”

“I seek to fuse to blend and serve” is a keynote that operates on all levels and is pertinent to esoteric groups, and indeed characterises the spirit of our group visualisations in the Cycle of Conferences project.  Together we are working to fuse and blend our state of consciousness into a subjective organism – a group mind. It is reminiscent of how the network of radio telescopes all over the world function. Each one can only receive a limited amount of information from stellar sources but, when they are networked and pointing towards the same source, they become one ear listening in on the distant reaches of the cosmos.  Together, as one group mind, we can listen more evocatively and effectively to the sublime energy flowing from spiritual sources. And as the radio waves received by the network of telescopes can only be interpreted by trained scientists and have to be translated into visual images for the general public, so too do we translate the energies received. The resulting thought-forms help enlighten and influence councils and conferences and the group mind adds intensity and direction while increasing our telepathic interplay. Towards this end we can all work with expectancy and joy.
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GENEVA As Kofi Annan prepares to take his reform plans for the United Nations to the General Assembly this autumn, one country is playing a surprisingly crucial role in the process. 

 

That country, Switzerland, which only joined the UN in 2002, is more known for its neutrality than for pursuing an active foreign policy. 

 

But since last year it has taken on a new mantle: leading an effort to put human rights at the center of UN reform. 

 

While issues like Security Council enlargement take the spotlight, Switzerland's proposal to replace the Human Rights Commission, a discredited UN body, with a more powerful panel has quietly received support, from officials including Secretary General Annan and such countries as the United States. 

 

Switzerland's success in getting its voice heard shows how a small, independent country, one that has long stayed on the sidelines of global affairs, is finding its niche in the UN alongside Security Council members like the United States or China. 

 

"Switzerland can play a role that many larger countries cannot," said Walter Kalin, a professor at Bern University who has worked for the Swiss government on UN reform. "It can be a bridge builder." 

 

Many smaller countries, like Canada and New Zealand, share Switzerland's belief that human rights and international law are important counterweights to power politics, Kalin said by telephone from Kosovo, where he was on a UN mission. 

 

Since it joined the UN, Switzerland has made human rights a central plank of a more active foreign policy. It pressured Nepal this year to accept UN observers and has been a leading critic of U.S. policy at the Guantánamo Bay detention center. 

 

Switzerland waded into the reform debate last year by proposing a human rights council in Geneva to replace the Human Rights Commission, which has become one of the UN's biggest embarrassments. 

 

The commission, based in Geneva, fills its 53 seats by regional rotation, which means countries with poor human rights records like Libya or Zimbabwe often sit in judgment over democratic countries. 

 

Meeting only annually, the commission has also been slow to react to human rights abuses, like the escalation this year of the crisis in the Darfur region of Sudan, diplomats say. 

 

Switzerland has won widespread support for its idea to establish a council whose members would meet regularly, be selected by a two-thirds majority in the General Assembly and wield greater powers. 

 

Speaking last week to the General Assembly, Anne Patterson, the acting U.S. ambassador to the UN, said Washington backed the plan. Only China, of the major countries, has yet to lend its support, UN officials say. 

 

"When you have a voice like Switzerland's, which is neutral, it always helps" build a consensus, said Eric Tistounet, the secretary of the Human Rights Commission. 

 

In the past few years, Switzerland has begun to throw off its isolation. 

 

Threats like terrorism demanded a more active approach to foreign relations and were a factor in Switzerland's decision to finally join the UN and to commit armed troops to peacekeeping missions. 

 

But the government still follows its 400-year-old policy of neutrality, which means it has refused to join such military alliances as the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

 

"Foreign countries are more likely to listen to Switzerland as a mediator in UN reform," said René Schwok, a professor at Geneva University. "It is less likely to have a hidden agenda as it is neither a member of the European Union nor of NATO." 

 

Swiss officials say that Geneva's role as a center for humanitarian organizations, including the International Committee of the Red Cross, lends the government credibility on human rights issues. 

 

"We are known as a country with a tradition of defending and promoting human rights," said Ulrich Lehner, who leads UN affairs at the Foreign Ministry. 

 

 

Still, Switzerland's foreign policy is probably also driven by practical motives, like the hope of burnishing its image abroad, said Jonathan Steinberg, a professor in European history at the University of Pennsylvania. 

 

After bad publicity in recent years, with issues like the scandals over missing Swiss bank accounts of Holocaust victims, "the government is doing what it can to look better," Steinberg said. 

 

Switzerland's role in UN reform goes back to 2003, when it asked Kalin to write a broad report on how to improve the Human Rights Commission. 

 

The idea for a stronger body had been talked about before. But it was Micheline Calmy-Rey, the Swiss foreign minister, who pushed the idea during a meeting with Annan in New York last September, according to UN officials and Swiss diplomats. 

 

The United States favors a smaller rights council of 20 members with solid human rights records. Most developing countries prefer a larger council and oppose strict criteria for membership. 
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