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Good afternoon everybody and welcome to the Festival of Libra; a warm welcome also to the many 

friends and co-workers from around the globe who are linking up with us today via the internet 

broadcast on BlogTalkRadio. 

 

As one united group, our task at this time is to act as an invocative and distributive agency or centre 

through which the potent energies of Libra – emanating from that distant constellation of the same 

name – can pass.    Those who are familiar with the book The Labours of Hercules by Alice Bailey 

may recall that as the great disciple passed through the seventh gate, thus to embark upon his 

labour, the sign of Libra 'passed through him.'  This phraseology is highly suggestive and gives the 

clue to the relationship which the disciple and the group hold in relation to those inner energetic 

influences which ever seek expression in the world of outer appearances.  These words leave us in 

no doubt as to the responsibility with which we are faced as we make use – for good or ill – of those 

potencies which are constantly passing through us.  The energies themselves, we are assured, are 

neither good nor bad; it is the use made of them by the mechanisms of men and groups which 

eventually defines them as such in terms of effects.  Hercules himself ran into trouble in this regard, 

and during his labour he inadvertently slayed two of his centaur friends.  For this His Master gently 

rebuked Him, pointing out that once again, though having passed the labour in its broad sense, he 

had slain that which should have been loved.  In other words, Hercules had misused available 

energy and had directed it along wrong lines.  As a group, and as individuals, we have a 

responsibility then to make wise, intelligent and loving use of those energies which we will invoke 

today through our focussed group meditation.  The energies we contact will be available for us to 

use in our own particular and peculiar environments over the coming days, and we have the 

opportunity therefore to participate with potency in the unfolding of the divine plan.  As we seek to 

distribute these energies let us guard ourselves against the possibility of misuse and misdirection by 

holding in our thoughts the following words, so familiar to many as part of the Mantram of the 

NGWS: 'May I fulfil my part in the One Work, through self-forgetfulness, harmlessness and right 

speech.' 

 

The title of today's talk: 'A Life in the Balance; or, the Tight-rope of Discipleship,' gives us the clue 

to the impact of Libra as it seeks to express itself at a certain point upon the Path – that narrow 

razor-edged path which passes between the pairs of opposites which populate the plane of astral 

desire, and which leads a man eventually into the radiant presence of the One soul.  Libra is of 

course the sign of balance, it weighs those factors and values which, when brought into right 

relationship, eventually establish equilibrium and poise.  Yet, under the evolutionary impulse, 

equilibrium is but a temporary attainment; disruption must subsequently enter in as the man, the 

group and the whole are driven to a higher point upon the spiral of Becoming.  It is for this reason 

that Libra is both cyclic in its influence, and varied in its effects. 

 

The trials of Libra vary depending upon the point of conscious awareness of that which it contacts.  

The experience of Libra is rather different then for the average man in comparison to the aspirant 

who is pledged to travel the Path; they cycle the zodiac in opposite directions.  In the case of the 

former he enters into Libra through the sign of Scorpio, and he tends towards a period of wild 

fluctuation between the pairs of opposites; in the case of the latter he enters through Virgo, a sign of 

gestation and nurturing so far as the emerging Christ consciousness is concerned, and Libra is 

subsequently experienced as a period of respite and interlude comparable to the phase of 

contemplation during meditation.  The oscillation which he describes between the pairs of opposites 

is of much narrower amplitude, because he is rapidly approaching equilibrium; it is in this sense 

that he begins to walk the tight-rope of discipleship.  This period of respite and of the balancing of 



available forces is a necessary prelude to entrance into the sign of Scorpio, wherein he will be faced 

with a major test within the crucible of world service and not just within the lesser sphere of 

personal discipline.   

 

Before we continue, let us pause for a few moments and align with that wider group of 'souls and 

servers' who work unceasingly for the uplift of humanity and the unfoldment of right relationships 

as they express themselves upon a planetary scale; then let us sound together the Affirmation of the 

Disciple: 

 

I am a point of light within a greater Light.  

I am a strand of loving energy within the stream of Love divine.  

I am a point of sacrificial Fire, focussed within the fiery Will of God.  

And thus I stand.  

 

I am a way by which men may achieve.  

I am a source of strength, enabling them to stand.  

I am a beam of light, shining upon their way.  

And thus I stand.  

 

And standing thus, revolve  

And tread this way the ways of men,  

And know the ways of God.  

And thus I stand.  

 

OM 

 

Returning to our theme, it is in Libra that the balancing of the pairs of opposites comes up for 

definite consideration.  These pairs are symbolised for us in such polarities as pleasure and pain, hot 

and cold, light and dark, and negative reaction and fanaticism.  For a long time the aspirant swings 

between these extremes; and yet he is painfully aware of the oft repeated statement that all is in 

truth One.  This situation eventually comes to a climaxing point of crisis, symbolised for us in the 

great impending battle over which Arjuna agonised in the Bhagavad-Gita.  Having friends, relatives 

and loved ones – symbolically speaking – lined up in the ranks of both armies as they faced each 

other on the field of battle, Arjuna, the disciple, stood betwixt the two in great distress.  Krishna, his 

Teacher, the symbol of the soul, counselled him in the need for mental detachment, discrimination, 

dispassion, sound judgement and selflessness as a means of ascertaining right choice and right 

action. We see then that it is through the right and judicial use of the mind that solution comes; it is 

the soul-illumined mind which reveals 'the way between the forces in conflict.' 

 

Upon a higher turn of the spiral, when the pairs of opposites are somewhat reconciled upon the 

astral plane, a higher correspondence reveals itself upon the plane of mind.  In this instance the 

disciple is asked to bring about right relationship between the lower mind and the higher mind, the 

intellect and the intuition, the personality and the soul.  This he must do, not by choosing, as he did 

upon the astral plane, but by bridging and uniting two divine aspects.  This constitutes the true work 

of the Path of Discipleship - the building of the antahkarana or that lighted bridge which traverses 

the plane of mind in its three - though equally divine - divisions. 

 

This balancing of the lower and higher mind, of the personality and the soul, is symbolised rather 

beautifully for us in the Labours of Hercules.  Having captured and tamed the wild boar upon 

Mount Erymanthus, Hercules guides it down the mountain holding aloft its hind legs, just as one 

might push and guide a wheelbarrow.  The boar is the symbol of the personality, and together the 

boar and Hercules, travelling in tandem down the mountain, signify the achieved goal of a balanced 

and cooperative activity and relationship between the soul and its agent in the three worlds of outer 

activity, the personality. 



 

In the symbol of the judicial system we have yet another clue to the importance and utility of the 

lower and higher aspects of the mind, or of the intellect and the intuition, when blended together as 

one functioning whole.  This symbol depicts the scales of Libra being held by a blinded woman – 

blind to appearances that is, yet, by implication, receptive (in the lower mind) to those inner causes 

and motivations which are the gift of intuitive insight (the higher mind). Thus, she is sensitive to 

true justice and not a partial justice which is necessarily hamstrung by the mortal constraints of time 

and space. 

 

To further explore our theme of balancing the opposites, yet moving outwards into an expanded 

group awareness – from lower mind to higher mind – let us consider for a moment the task with 

which the NGWS is confronted during this period in world history.  At present, and due to the 

ending of one cycle – the Piscean – and the establishment of another – the Aquarian – we are faced 

with extremism and fanaticism in every quarter.  We have then an accentuation of that which has 

always existed – the battle or conflict between the forces of conservatism and the forces of 

progression.  It is in large part the task of the NGWS to mediate and offset the excesses of these two 

extremes.  Both represent a menace in terms of their unrestrained activity, and yet, functioning 

together in balanced cooperation they are the guarantee of a smooth transition into the age of 

Aquarius – with all that that will bring in terms of revelation.  The best of the old forms might 

usefully provide a foundation for the coming new ideas, whilst the truly limiting forms ought 

rightly to be swept away in the processes of reformation.  On a global scale, it can be seen therefore 

that the energies of Libra are much needed at this time, and its qualities can be utilised to wise 

effect by the NGWS as this group attempts to balance the work of destruction and construction.  

The problems presented by the recently liberated nations – liberated from the tyranny of despotism 

and selfish dictatorship – present a case in point.  In some instances the forces of construction are 

struggling to keep pace with the forces of destruction, and this leaves the door ajar to the influx of 

certain undesirable elements; members of the NGWS can be seen in all of these instances working 

to restore order out of chaos in the aftermath of what has been, in fact, a definite liberation and 

expansion of planetary consciousness.  It is this function of the NGWS, amongst many others, 

which we will be celebrating and supporting during the Festival week of the NGWS in December; 

we have meetings and activities planned in all three headquarters centres, and we hope that you will 

be able to join us at that time as we seek to vitalise the activities of this worldwide serving group.  

This celebration and astronomical opportunity comes around once every seven years, and the potent 

energies available to us for direction as a group are further enhanced this year by the fact that the 

Full moon of Capricorn occurs at the same time.  Information on the festival week and other service 

activities hosted by the Trust can be found on the Lucis Trust website. 

 

We are told that one of the rarest and yet most sought after qualities looked for in aspirants by those 

who Plan on behalf of Humanity is the ability to practice the art of spiritual compromise.  Often it 

takes a definite crisis to shake a man out of his love affair with a principle or a set of familiar 

disciplines, thus to open his eyes to that which has been hovering above, awaiting recognition.  

Perhaps one of the hardest spiritual compromises to be made is that which faces the man as he 

makes transition from the Path of Probation onto the Path of Discipleship.  The lesser disciplines 

relating to personal purification are by then, in most cases, well established, and in many instances 

they present a real obstacle to further progress.  Time is lost when the eyes of the indwelling soul 

remain fixated for too long upon the personal, when those eyes ought, in fact, to be focusing 

increasingly upon the Oversoul, or the consciousness of the human entity in Toto.   

 

Spiritual compromise has relation to Libra in that it correctly balances the relationship which exists 

between lesser principles and those which emanate from a still higher sphere of Being.  It is not 

easy to drop or place in correct relief a long held principle in order to truly embrace a new and 

emerging idea which is hovering on the periphery of conscious awareness; and yet, the statement 

uttered by the Christ: 'you cannot put new wine into old bottles'  is well applied in this case.  

Something in the nature of a renunciation is required in order to let in that which is new and 



expansive.  Whilst the aspirant holds on to those disciplines which relate to his separated self, the 

mind of Christ or of humanity cannot find its lodgings therein.  There is a correspondence here of 

course, and even those workers who are engaged – heart and soul – in world work, have to be ever 

alert to changing circumstances and methods of approach, lest they become a liability to the 

dynamic unfoldment of the Plan rather than an asset. 

 

It is interesting to note that many great spiritual workers of the past have not as yet been recognised 

as such due to a combination of the vast range of their vision and their trained ability to effect 

spiritual compromise in support of a recognised goal.  They have been sadly misunderstood in their 

activities, and often ridiculed for their troubles.  In truth, their vision of a future racial unfoldment – 

for which they toiled unceasingly – has remained imperceptible to the majority.  Indeed, there are 

many in the world today who are true servers of the race, and yet they are overlooked as spiritual 

forerunners because they do not appear to conform to the popular preconceptions of spiritual living.  

What many fail to realise is that the lesser ideals and disciplines are, for them, long passed, and 

their eyes are focused upon more inclusive and selfless objectives; it would be counterproductive 

for them to become preoccupied with those disciplines which have already been mastered.  In this 

we are reminded that the evolutionary process leads a man to the attainment of his goal through a 

series of steps and not through a giant leap.  As a general rule when a step is trod it is then left 

behind, and a new step presents itself.  In her Unfinished Autobiography Alice Bailey conveys a 

keen sense of the hierarchy of principles and their relative value in the economy of the whole when 

she points out that it would perhaps be preferable to be a meat-eater who loves and serves his fellow 

man than an ego-centric vegetarian who has not time for serving due to the burden of personal 

disciplines.  These lesser disciplines can be seen in the nature of balancing forces, however the great 

fulcrum of balance is dynamic, and as this fulcrum shifts in unison with the march of the 

evolutionary demand, so the demands placed upon the aspirant also shift onto a higher turn of the 

spiral; thus details change, and only correspondences remain.  The call eventually comes for the 

accepting disciple to pass out of the fires of personal purification thus to enter the furnace of world 

salvage.  In this demand the personality mechanism becomes simply a vehicle of contact for the 

carrying forwards of the Plan as it concerns the Whole.  This is not to belittle in any way the value 

of the personal disciplines in the life of spiritual unfoldment, for they are necessary at a certain 

point, and may need to be reemphasised if reasonable balance is at any stage lost; yet the life of 

discipleship – when truly contacted – is decidedly more than this.  The lesser disciplines are not the 

focus of the modern group oriented disciple, and herein lies the test of Libra and the balancing of 

that which is lower with that which is higher. 

 

In this time of rapid transition from one age to the next, the need for spiritual compromise is 

perhaps as great as it has ever been.  We are not talking here of a dropping of essential standards, 

but rather a letting go of those activities and ideas which have run their course and which have been 

superseded by new demands.  There are Piscean methods of working that need to be allowed to fall 

away today, and yet they continue to sidetrack many sincere workers who would otherwise swell 

the ranks of the NGWS.  One of the key functions of a meditating and mediating group such as ours 

is of course the 'impressing and expressing of those new ideals which will govern the New Age.'  

This fact alone indicates the dynamism of the unfolding plan, the ever changing method of its 

unfoldment, and the necessity to apply practically, and at all times, the art of spiritual compromise. 

 

Let us now turn our attention to today's meditation – invoking the available energies of Libra – 

aided in our efforts by the directing potency of the seed-thought for disciples in this sign: 'I choose 

the way which leads between the two great lines of force.' 

 

 


