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FESTIVAL OF SCORPIO – LONDON – NOVEMBER 2014 

Reimagining Death 

Christine Morgan 

Good evening friends and welcome to our group meditation in the water sign of 

Scorpio.  This full moon period is conditioned by the fiery energies of Mars from both from a 

personality and a soul perspective.  Mars is a sixth ray planet representing aspiration and 

idealism or, when wrongly polarized, fanaticism. In this pre-eminent sign of discipleship, 

Martian qualities provide the power to triumph over the involutionary forces within the 

personality and to rise triumphant into the light of the soul.  There is no doubt that, in the view 

of the personality, this is war, a fight to the death; nor is it surprising to learn that Scorpio is 

one of the signs associated with death. It is a death by drowning in the emotional waters of the 

astral plane until the strength is gained to rise into the clear light of spirituality, and follow the 

goal that is presented in the next sign, Sagittarius.  

 

The keywords of Scorpio are “Deception and triumph—control by Maya and control 

by the soul—conflict and peace—such are the hidden secrets of this sign and these are summed 

up for all disciples in these two keywords. Upon the ordinary wheel, whereon the soul is found, 

blind and apparently helpless, the Word goes forth in the following terms: ‘And the Word said, 

Let Maya flourish and let deception rule’; upon the reversed wheel, the soul chants or sings the 

words: ‘Warrior I am and from the battle I emerge triumphant.’" 

 

Let's take a few minutes of quiet and then say together the most ancient prayer in the 

world which refers to three aspects of glamour. 

 

Lead us, O Lord, from darkness to light; 

 From the unreal to the real; 

 From death to immortality. 

(Brihadaranyaki Upanishad 1, 3, 28). 

 

The idea of the soul chanting or singing with triumphant joy is symbolic of course; but 

then again, perhaps not always. The angels have long been associated with singing songs of 

joy in praise of God and of drawing nearer to him. Consider also the case of Dr. Eban 

Alexander, a neurosurgeon known worldwide for his work in developing advanced 

neurosurgical technologies for complex disorders. As described in his autobiography1, despite 

a wonderful life and family, he had become depressed. Being a materially minded scientist, he 

had nevertheless deeply wished that the universe was in some way “personal” or that it had a 

heart, so to speak; but his life experiences had led him to believe that this was not the case. 

Like others he thought that Near Death Experiences (NDEs) were only brain based illusions.   

 

Dr. Alexander’s life took a dramatic turn, however when he contracted a rare form of 

bacterial meningitis from which full recovery was unknown.  For seven days he was in a coma 

– an experience which he describes as being led, deep beyond the life/death portal. The universe 

in its various levels unfolded before him and, during these insights, he lost all sense of self. 

Unlike many others’ NDEs, he was unaware of any personal memories or of those he knew 

whilst on Earth. He was accompanied by an angel or an orb throughout who acted as an 

interpreter and he describes seeing a field of lighted souls or orbs and hearing a sound, huge 

and booming like a glorious chant and it seemed to him that these beings couldn’t help but 

express their deep sense of joy.  Like an overflowing cascade of water, the sound seemed to 

permeate right through him with its message of triumphant joy. On his return to physical plane 



 

2 

living, he saw a photograph of his half-sister who had died at a young age and whom he had 

never met before her death. This was a shock for him as he recognized her as the beautiful 

angel who had accompanied him throughout his journey beyond the veil.  

 

Not having a vocabulary to describe God, or the Presence he felt, Dr. Alexander called 

it OM.  He said it would take him years to “download” the experiences and insights he had 

gained, but could sum up the essence of it all in one word – Love. He also mentioned being 

shown the use of evil and the significance of free will on the planet.  He was led to understand 

that, on the physical plane, a human being is given a great opportunity to learn to redeem the 

lower nature and to love unconditionally.  He discovered too that to experience thinking outside 

the brain is to enter a world of instantaneous connections that make ordinary thinking…seem 

like “a hopelessly sleepy and plodding event." 

 

Not surprisingly, Dr. Alexander is now a changed man, no longer deluded by the 

seeming reign of matter. Although he was previously a non-believer in the spiritual dimension 

and very materially focused as a neurosurgeon, he was not materialistic; and this is an important 

difference.  A focus on material things is not bad in itself – it is only the desire for material 

satisfaction that hinders the soul’s growth. Rudolf Steiner2 emphasised this point when 

recounting the time he met the families of two very learned men who followed the science of 

their day. Although he never met with them on the physical plane, he did meet them after their 

deaths. He described their thought lives as having been bound up with materialism due to the 

nature of their professions, but their enquiry into the science of matter had not made them 

materialistic people and they therefore didn’t take any longing for materialistic sensation into 

the spiritual world.  

 

Steiner saw that the result of a life focused on materialistic thinking was not necessarily 

alienation from the divine-spiritual world – this only results when the fruit of materialism is 

yearned for. In fact, after death the spirit of both men “shone with wonderful light and their 

souls were filled with images of those spiritual beings who are responsible for the creation of 

the world”.  These two men’s understanding of scientific ideas put them in touch with the 

instigators of the evolutionary process. It also enabled them to think more precisely about 

material phenomena and helped them to gain a discriminating relationship to the phenomena 

of the afterlife world to a degree not possible if those ideas had remained alien to them.   

 

Steiner’s communication with those who had passed over was part of his message that 

our sense of communion with the so-called dead can be sustained in a new and vital way, for 

they remain part of our group consciousness, enriching it from realms where energies and 

qualities are more apparent and real. After death we are freed to form certain thoughts, feelings 

and perceptions that we were unable to have while handicapped by a physical brain. However, 

we can do much to prepare the physical brain to be a better interpreter of truth than we currently 

do.  Much earlier in evolution, the human being's mechanism was, in some ways, actually finer 

rather than coarser, as Darwin’s theory of evolution would have us believe. People then were 

able to look into the spiritual world and to accomplish the things that their soul intended them 

to do for that lifetime. Due to humanity’s desire nature now being bound up with the material 

rather than the spiritual, many pass through the portal of death with unprocessed thoughts, and 

with feelings and perceptions which were unexercised and unaccomplished during physical 

incarnation because of coarser bodies and a materialistic orientation.  

 

The exercise of consciously building a bridge from this world to the next, as well as 

helping our own transition, will eventually enable us to maintain contact with our friends and 

co-workers who have passed on and valuable service can be carried out through this 

collaboration. We should always think of those co-workers and those close to us as present and 
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still part of the same web of thought and of service. Steiner said, “If only we could bring into 

human hearts today the fact that life is impoverished when the dead are forgotten.” 

 

It is also true, however, that we need to move away from the glamour surrounding 

contact with the dead in the form of séances which are usually no more than astral plane contact 

with lifeless shells animated by elementals whose natural tendency is to mimic and 

impersonate. Even well-meaning advice given out through the plethora of new age channellers 

of one kind or another often bring nothing of high quality or significance. David Spangler 

spoke at Findhorn recently about the need for “the New Story of the Subtle Worlds to move 

away from thinking mainly in terms of guidance (or deception), as if subtle beings are the 

experts and we are the amateurs struggling to understand our lives and discern our futures. We 

limit our imagination of how we interact with the Subtle Worlds to conversations and messages 

which, truth be told, are the least of the modes through which they commune and collaborate 

with us—and the mode most open to misinterpretation". Instead, he says, “we need to craft a 

story, based on experience, which celebrates a collaborative partnership based not on messages 

but on the circulation and exchange of life, qualities, and vital energies. Dorothy Maclean 

herself pointed to this New Story fifty years ago when she shared a message from the Devas 

who said that they took our vital energies and positive emotions and thoughts and wove them 

into vitality for the growing plants. ‘Enter the gardens with love,’ they said for this very 

reason". 

 

David Spangler reminds us too that “there is a huge amount of research and work 

waiting to be done in this area. Why is it such work important? Because we are as much subtle 

beings as we are physical ones. We inhabit both ecologies, though largely unconsciously in 

one. Learning to be conscious of both worlds and able to creatively engage with both opens the 

door to restoring wholeness to our world”, he said. This is such an important message to convey 

to those people whose minds are preoccupied with receiving information from those on the 

other side of the veil rather than with creating or co-creating.    Instead of this preoccupation, 

there is a much greater need to bridge between the physical-etheric and the inner realms and 

planetary centres as we seek to do during full moon meditations.   Humanity is intended to act 

as a power house through which certain types of divine energy can flow to the various forms 

of life found in the subhuman kingdoms.  We are assured that the conditions of decay and of 

death now prevalent will end when humanity intelligently accesses and directs divine energies.  

 

The lessening of base materialism with its consequences of death and decay did begin 

after 1945 as the exoteric influences of Scorpio and Mars, its ruler, loosened its grip at the end 

of the war. Mars governs the five senses, and we read in Esoteric Astrology that “These senses 

are the basis of all human knowledge where that which is tangible and objective is concerned 

or inferred.  It is for this reason that Mars, a 6th ray planet therefore, rules science and hence 

the reason in this present era for the fundamental but not permanent  materiality of science—a 

materiality which is rapidly lessening as Mars nears the end of its present cycle of 

influence…subtler senses will supersede the physical senses over which Mars has for so long 

had a successful control, and hence again the growth in the world today of the psychic senses 

and the appearance on every hand of the subtler and more esoteric powers of clairvoyance and 

clairaudience.”  

   

Because Mars rules the physical senses, it is related to the hydra of the lower nature, 

testing the soul’s strength to overcome the lure of the form nature on every level – physical, 

astral and mental.  These tests will, of course, always individually apply but they have also 

expanded to include group tests for the whole of humanity. Because the world is now so 

interconnected, what effects one affects all. It is clear that the answer to all the world’s 

problems is simply all of humanity working together and sharing as one. Through the great 
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tests of today, Scorpio is steadily bringing about the end of the personality’s supremacy. 

Scorpio applies its sting again and again, until finally the eye turns to observe the lower self 

and suddenly the first real experience of detachment, of seeing the personality and its errant 

ways as something other than the self, hits home, and a period of intense duality follows. 

Slowly then, the death of the personality is brought about as the aspiration is turned from life 

in matter to the life of the soul. When finally infused with soul qualities, the personality rises 

from the ashes to take on a spiritual role as the third divine and creative aspect. 

 

We can see this steadily taking place around the world as the current period of gross 

materiality enters its death throes. The new life is breaking in and the plethora of Near Death 

Experiences are mounting up and testifying, not only to the greater life beyond, but to the 

importance of relating our physical lives to the one that will follow and understanding that this 

physical life is a marvellous opportunity to learn and grow and one that shouldn’t be 

squandered. At present, for many people physical death does not really bring about 

relinquishment from the grip of the personality. While there is freedom from the cramping 

limitations of the brain, old desires and attachments remain. It is only in physical incarnation 

that these wrong emphases can be adjusted and their attractive pull nullified. Hence the great 

truth that each human being is chained to the wheel of rebirth until the lessons of form have 

been learned and the ties of self-interest are broken.  Then, the soul rises triumphant back to its 

source and the only thing that draws it back to incarnation is service of the Plan.  

 

What is required today and which is, to some extent, taking place, is a re-imagination 

of death; a dissolution of the fear surrounding the subject and a healthy and positive interest 

taken in it.  Seeing life and death as a continuum is the first step to understanding that we 

actually die to the physical plane every night, and while the body sleeps and is recharged for 

the challenges of the following day, we are conscious and active on another level. The fact that 

we live this strange double life with little bridging consciousness between the two demonstrates 

that there is much work to be done, but a positive start can be made as soon as we reorient 

ourselves to a more balanced state of consciousness that embraces both worlds rather than just 

the one exclusively. 

  

The full moon periods mark the time when the veils between the worlds are at their 

thinnest and most penetrable. It is a time when we can draw upon the imagination to see the 

inner and outer realms merging into one and those who work on the inner side of life as our 

close coworkers. It is through the imagination that we reach into the all-inclusive group life, 

and towards the spiritual Hierarchy. It is by increasing the intensity of our imagination that the 

veils are worn away and the reality of the whole supersedes the illusion of the part. And it is 

by reorienting our attitude to death that we will find that our time on the physical plane assumes 

its correct proportions and we will be able to say with the Great Ones: 

 

"Bear in mind, O Chela, that within the known spheres naught is but light 

responsive to the WORD.  Know that that light descends and concentrates itself; 

know that from its point of chosen focus, it lightens its own sphere; know too that 

light ascends and leaves in darkness that which it—in time and space—illumined.  

This descending and ascension men call life, existence and decease; this We Who 

tread the Lighted Way call death, experience and life.” (Esoteric Healing, p468) 

 
1. Proof of Heaven, Dr, Eban Alexander. 2012.  
2. Staying Connected, Rudolph Steiner. 1999. 

 


