The Womb of Time and Space

Month after month, year after year, students of the ageless wisdom have been working with the rhythm of the full moon to come together subjectively, as one group on the mental plane, with the goal of serving humanity and the Plan. Symbolically, the group stands in the light shining off the round face of the moon. Physically the source of that light is the Sun. Esoterically, symbolically and metaphorically it is the subtle occult Fires of the Heart of the Sun and of the Central Spiritual Sun that shine into the psyche of the human.  
It is easy to forget that the evolution of consciousness, and particularly the evolution of the moral imagination that guides the development of cultures and nations, depends on the monthly rhythm of inflowing energies from the Great beings of the Cosmos. These energies ensure that a slow, maturing process is always taking place, extending over centuries, and following the rhythms of greater and lesser cycles. 

The potencies of Light and Love that flow from Great Beings during the full moon periods move, inspire and unsettle human beings as well as whole nations. Yet this all happens esoterically. The constant background rhythm exposing human beings to energies that help the ideas and ideals of the future become grounded in the worlds of matter, time and space is largely hidden from our view – unless we seek it out.  
In dark times in human affairs, when lawlessness is abroad, the light that flows in every month during the full moon can be used to deepen the spirit of hope, and of faith in the evolutionary Plan. The presence of an abundance of light during the full moon makes it a good time to cultivate an intelligent exploration of future possibilities. One of the reasons why hope tends at times to be swamped by despair amongst so many good people, is that the light enabling us to see the big picture appears to be absent. It is veiled by clouds of doubt and depression and by the overstimulation of the critical mind. During the five days of the full moon cycle the mental plane is flooded with penetrating, clarifying light, and those who understand this can use the opportunity to consciously look for signs of Wholeness and Synthesis becoming embedded in human affairs, preparing for the time when they will burst out into fields of economics, arts, science, medicine etc., inaugurating new cycles of development.       
Entering the rhythm of the full moon festival work is a bit like entering into a sacred drama. We are called on to put aside for a moment our personal preoccupations and points of individual focus as we consider the process of the evolution of consciousness. This is a process watched over now, in 2019, by Lighted beings from the higher realms, just as it always has been. Alongside the Rishis of the ancient East, DK speaks of Pioneers of Wisdom and Compassion known by such names as the Avatar of Synthesis and the Spirit of Peace as well as the more widely known Buddhas, the Christ, the Communion of Saints or Spiritual Hierarchy, and so on.  Month after month as we sit together in circles of companionship and service around the world – or as we take part in this ritual from the privacy of our own homes – we learn to step into a collective field of mind and heart. It is a field that has been built through the centuries by esotericists, ritualists, shamans and meditators from many different traditions – all of whom have honored the full moon as a time to work with and in Light in service of the Whole. 
And so, we gather today, here in Lagos, linking with similar groups around the world and identifying ourselves as a global meditating group. Today the light radiating out from of the sun is conditioned by the energies from the constellation Virgo. This is a sign of the Mother, the feminine. It speaks to us of the incarnated world of time and space – a world we all know only too well, a world of feelings, desires, thoughts and physicality. The light of Virgo helps us to see that this experience we all have of emotions, thoughts, and relationships – all our personal identity that we think of as ‘self’ – is like a womb within which the seed of the Divine Self (the light of wisdom) is buried. The personal self is the field of time and space – of circumstances and crises – in which the divine seed germinates, sprouts, sends out roots and gradually becomes fixed in matter. Esotericists can sometimes fall into the trap of rejecting the personality and placing all their attention on the soul, yet as Virgo reminds us, the personality provides the womb within which divinity – the Christ in us and the more impersonal world of the Father, of pure Spirit– settles and quietly, slowly sends out shoots in preparation for birth. 

Alice Bailey writes: 

The sign Virgo is one of the most significant in the zodiac for its symbology concerns the whole goal of the evolutionary process which is to shield, nurture and finally reveal the hidden spiritual reality. This every form veils, but the human form is equipped and fitted to manifest it in a manner different to any other expression of divinity and so make tangible and objective that for which the whole creative process was intended. Gemini and Virgo are closely related but Gemini presents the pairs of opposites—soul and body—as two separate entities whereas in Virgo, they are blended and of great and supreme importance to each other; the mother protects the germ of the Christ life; matter guards, cherishes and nurtures the hidden soul. The keynote which embodies the truth as to the mission of Virgo most accurately is "Christ in you, the hope of glory." [Esoteric Astrology, 251-2]

Can we pause for a moment as we contemplate the human family in its entirety, the billions of individuals, as a ‘valley of deep experience’ – watched over lovingly by the Christ? In the womb of time and space, the Christ child, the soul, is being nurtured. This is happening through us and in us – individually and collectively.

In the centre of all love I stand;
From that centre, I the soul will outward move;
From that centre, I the one who serves will work.
May the love of the divine Self be shed abroad in my heart, through my group and throughout the world.

Virgo gives us a good lens through which to observe the issues of our time – sustainable development, climate change, migration, the empowerment of women, human rights and responsibilities. These issues are sweeping through every society on the planet – stirring emotions, awakening individuals to service, causing more and more people to think creatively about the world and the significance of their lives. At the same time the energy that permeates these issues are bringing entrenched habits of separateness and polarization to the fore. Yet in spite of opposing forces, higher principles of Wholeness and Synthesis are quietly seeping into the world. As these principles take on human expression they are affected by the veils of illusion, glamour and maya that condition consciousness. So, what are essentially pure ideas of wholeness will often find expression in sentimental, poorly thought through slogans and self-righteous doctrines. Trained esotericists may well shrink from some of the wooly thinking of the New Age movement, for example, recognizing that it belittles the true fire of the Christ energy. But that is more of an introductory, mass response to the incoming ideas and laws of synthesis.  And it is important to focus on the deeper and more lighted thinking that is now so widespread and finds expression in countless practical experiments to find how principles of universality and right relations can take root within human affairs. It is also important to recognize that the issues of our time inevitably evoke strong reactions against the thought-forms of wholeness amongst those who are understandably afraid of these ideas because they challenge the fundamentals of separateness so profoundly. Powerful emotions can seem to dominate national conversations – anger, despair, bitterness. Their opposites (understanding, wisdom, care) also grow, but this happens in ways that are most often unrecognized and unseen.  
What seems to matter in an evolutionary sense about, for example, the climate change conversation, is that out of it we are changed as a species – that we find new ways of relating to the environment – new in a personal sense but also new in a community sense, with a multitude of cultural expressions and with a transformed economics. The process of moving into this new orientation is inevitably fraught with conflict, a measure of pain, crises and muscular discussions. This is how we human beings grow! Our task, as esoteric workers, is to notice the deeper reverberations of the soul through human affairs – notice this in terms of emerging values, ethics, vision and responsibilities.

The keynote we will be using in meditation for Virgo speaks of this: I am the mother and the child, I God, I matter am. It is a keynote to hold constantly before ourselves – that this is who I am, and it is who my community, my nation and my world is: Soul and personality bound together in a mutual relationship out of which a new enlightened, wise consciousness is being born. Eons ago our souls descended for the first time into incarnation. The divine was lost, imprisoned in the world of matter. Now, time has done its work and now we can, in full consciousness recognize ourselves as both the mother and the child, the Christ or Krishna and the personality, in relationship. As we grow into this relationship, nurturing it through life practices and choices, so is the new Whole, Radiant Self in process of being born. 

Virgo reminds us about patience, and about the importance of not losing faith, of holding the vision of a new humanity with love and self-sacrifice. This could so easily be a cop out – as if we don’t need to do anything because the birthing will take place in its own good time. Yet we need a balanced view. Signs of upheaval in an individual’s life, or in the life of the wider community of the one humanity, need not be a source of depression or undue anxiety. A wise approach uses such upheavals to foster within ourselves an:

ardent desire that the transition may be made in due time and order and be neither too rapid hence destructive to all right ties and affiliations nor too prolonged and so strain beyond endurance the sorely tried fabric of humanity.  [White Magic, page 277]
The new humanity that is in process of birthing will, Alice Bailey tells us, be new because it will be differently orientated.  It is interesting that the Latin derivation of ‘orientation’ refers to the rising sun or to the east. To orient oneself means to turn to the east — to build, for instance, a church with the chancel due east, or to bury the dead with feet eastward. In the language of esoteric symbolism to turn to the east means to turn to the light. Seen in this context these four words of Alice Bailey — “new because differently oriented” — suggest that through the difficult birthing process of these years, humanity is gradually re-orienting itself towards the light of wholeness and synthesis, so that it can be in the right position to freely choose to co-operate wisely with the forces of light. 

Reorientation takes time. It takes process. As Alice Bailey notes, throughout the gestation period … the sustaining life of the Mother (matter) nourishes and cares for the rapidly developing Christ Child. In due time, the close relation between Mother and Child will end. DK writes of a death of the relationship … because the moment comes when the Christ Child will emerge from the womb of time and of matter and stand free in the light. And all of this, the future emergence of a global Aquarian culture of wholeness, is made possible, primarily because of the sustaining will of the Mother, plus the dynamic will of the Christ Child. [Esoteric Astrology, p. 627].
One of the clearest signs of the developing Christ Child in human affairs is the Sustainable Development Goals, approved in 2015 by the consensus of every government in the world. Later this month (September 24-25) Heads of State will gather at the United Nations General Assembly in New York for an important SDG Summit to review progress on implementing the goals and decide on actions to accelerate progress. The Summit is one of an on-going series of events designed to keep the Goals in the spotlight and to mobilize action to meet the targets by 2030. These goals represent a massive attempt to build a fair globalized world, and the SDG Summit will be another sign of an emerging will to build right relations. 
This Summit and the increasing energy being placed on work to meet the SDGs can be seen from an esoteric perspective in the light of the significant flow of lighted energies which is due to pour into humanity for a week in December this year. The Festival Week of the New Group of World Servers takes place every seven years from December 21 to 28. During the Week meditators from around the world will be invoking energies of light, love and spiritual power from the higher worlds; and evoking response to these energies from the New Group of World Servers. 
DK writes that every seven years the energies of Capricorn are augmented by forces from a greater constellation which lies beyond our solar system, and which is to our zodiac what the zodiac is to the earth.  By means of this augmentation … groups on earth can avail themselves of the tide of Capricornian influences which will flow into our radius of registration every seven years. The incoming energies provide a tremendous impetus to the work of the New Group of World Servers. 
The meetings being held in southern Nigeria as well as meetings planned for later this month in Russia are part of preparations for this week of group impact. Lucis Trust will be holding meetings in London, Geneva and New York on December 21st, and groups around the world are planning activities for meditation and to help deepen public understanding of the New Group of World Servers. One event planned is a global Minute of Silence to take place on December 21st at 9 PM GMT. You can find information about the Week and ideas about how to participate in this important energy flow at www.festivalweek.org .
DK’s teaching about the New Group of World of Servers is one of the most important aspects of his work with Alice Bailey. He speaks of a global group that is driving humanity’s evolution into a New Era and is leading the way towards Right Relations. The Group includes aligned esotericists from different traditions, who form an energetic nucleus, but it is also much wider than the esoteric group. In DK’s words: 

Every man and woman in every country, who is working to heal the breaches between people, to evoke the sense of brotherhood, to foster the sense of mutual inter-relation, and who sees no racial, national or religious barriers, is a member of the New Group of World Servers, even if  they have never heard of it in these terms. [EPII 644]

And

Members of the New Group of World Servers are gathered from all branches of human enterprise …. There are scientists who, repudiating violently the unproven, yet are giving all they have of scientific ability and knowledge to the service of humanity—each in their chosen scientific field; there are people of financial stature who regard money as a responsibility to be dispensed wisely in the service of others, yet the mystical or occult terminology may mean nothing whatsoever to them; there are educators, preoccupied with wise formulations of knowledge and with an encyclopedic understanding of the garnered wisdom of the ages, which they seek to utilise in fitting the younger generation to live beautifully, constructively and creatively; there are religious leaders (in some one or other of the world religions) who are not tied or handicapped by the form; the spirit of light is in them and they intelligently love their fellows. All of these people, if they are members of the New Group of World Servers, must inevitably be reflecting thinkers, must have creative objectives, must be truly intelligent, and must have added expanding love to their intelligence. [DINA II, 202 -3]
So those of us who love humanity and draw inspiration from the Ageless Wisdom in its different forms have a clear invitation from the Tibetan: to contribute in any way we can to preparations for the week of Group impact that will occur this year from December 21 – 28. As well as putting a focus on using the five O’Clock mantram of the New Group of World Servers every day during the week, suggestions for participating in the group alignment include use of the Goodwill Meditation on Wednesday, Christmas Day, and any other day during the Week; and regular use of the Great Invocation. In addition we can use the time to deepen our understanding of the New Group of World Servers, and organize events to introduce the idea that such a group exists. 
Remember, in Virgo the goal of the evolutionary process is to shield, nurture and finally reveal the hidden spiritual reality. Through the womb of time and space the seed of the Christ child is being brought to birth at its appointed time. The sustaining will of the Mother holds all with great care as the will of the Christ child begins to assert itself. All will be well; yet all will be well because a reoriented humanity chooses wholeness. And it is the New Group of World Servers, in all its diversity, that is leading this process of reorientation. 
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