Responsibilities of Discipleship
Harmlessness and Generosity
Freda Kemp

Thanks Kathy, because this is such a large topic, | would like to confine my talk to-day to the
areas of harmlessness and generosity and begin with a quote:

“The time will, therefore, surely come when you will, as individuals and as part of
a Master's group, subordinate your personal lives to the need of humanity and to
the intention of the Master. You will be and not struggle so hard to be; you will
give and not fight constantly the tendency not to give - you will sanely and wisely
and as a normal procedure put the work of the Master and of service first.”
Discipleship in the New Age I, Alice Bailey, Page 692 — 693

Wherever we are or think we are on the spiritual path, it is good to think ahead and model our
lives on those great spiritual teachers or exemplars that have walked before us. We have a more
modern expression for this method of spiritual emulation and that is “fake it ‘til you make it”.
This is as sound a concept now as it was in the fifteenth century when Thomas a Kempis wrote
the Imitation of Christ. But perhaps Christ is too lofty an example for us and we need to look at
the lives of those closer to our time — HPB, Helena Roerich, Annie Besant, Alice Bailey, Alice
and Foster Bailey for example, or our current spiritual teachers and mentors.

What can we learn from our observations and reflections on some of these pioneers of ageless
wisdom? Well they were all very hard workers and as DK has suggested in the quote - they put
their spiritual work at the forefront of who they were and what they did in their lives - they gave
and sacrificed everything of their time, energy and resources to the work.

One of the misconceptions of the spiritual path is that life gets easier when in fact it gets more
difficult. As we look at their lives, I think we can see that this was true.

One area where they stood out was in the area of service and sets us up for today’s discussion on
responsibility. Here is a quote from DK:

“The one humanity, no matter what the place of residence, colour of skin, or
religious belief, is clamouring for peace, education, justice and economic
security. All this the right use of money and a recognition of the financial
responsibility of each one, based on spiritual values, would make rapidly
possible. The major opportunity lies with the mass of good, kindly people all over
the world in all spheres of influence. The power of the individual is not yet truly
grasped; there is a vast opportunity before all, but it requires courage, patience,
and loving understanding to do the needed work.” The Reappearance of the
Christ, Alice Bailey, Page 175

A close reading of Discipleship in the New Age VVolumes | & 11 provides a vast amount of
information on this topic of responsibility but here are some fundamental ideas:



“Most aspirants to discipleship today do not know or realise this law (supply and
demand); they do not give freely and fully either to the work of the Hierarchy or
to those who need. Until they do, they limit their effectiveness and shut the door
on supply, not only for themselves but for the group with which they are affiliated
in service. Herein lies responsibility. The clue to supply is personality
harmlessness and the dedication of all individual resources to the service of the
Great Ones, without restraint and spontaneously. When you, as a disciple, try to
live harmlessly—in thought and word and deed—and when nothing is held back
materially, emotionally or from the angle of time, when physical strength is so
given and the gift of all resources is accompanied with happiness, then the
disciple will have all that is needed to carry on his work and the same is true of
all working groups of servers. Such is the law. Perfection is not yet possible, it is
needless for me to say, but greater effort on your part to give and serve is
possible." Discipleship

in the New Age, Alice Bailey, Page 692-693

“The aspirant has an appreciation of the occult value of money in service. He
seeks nothing for himself save that which may equip him for the work to be done,
and he looks upon money and that which money can purchase as something which
is to be used for others and as a means to bring about the fruition of the Master’s
plans as he senses those plans.” Initiation Human and Solar, Alice Bailey, Page
79

In these quotes we see the broad outline of the responsibility of the disciple, the prerequisite of
harmlessness and the generosity of spirit that mark the true disciple. The bar is set high, yet he
tells us that perfection is not yet possible, but more effort to give and serve need to be
demonstrated.

DK’s ideas are presented to us along with substantial hints in his Reflective Meditation on
Attracting Money for Hierarchical Purposes (DINA 1l p 228 — 231). In this meditation he invites
us to take what we have saved during the previous week and dedicate it to the work and present
it in mediation to the Christ and His Hierarchy. “Whether the sum is large or small, it can
become an attractive and magnetic unit in the Masters’ plans” he tells us.

What is required of us to do this? I believe it is an unstinting, excuse free inventory of our desire
nature and how it drives our spending.

Until we can face up honestly to our deficiencies and understand their power over us, we will not
be in a position to correct the habits of selfishness and to give more generously. We must take a
firm grip and assume full responsibility for the state of our finances. DK does not ask us to give
beyond our means, he asks us to make a start, save and give part of each week’s savings to the
work.

DK also invites us to give to those organizations that claim our allegiance. Often, | am astounded
at how many spiritual people give to many charities with broad appeal but never think of giving
closer to home, to the group or organization that is providing them with spiritual teaching. If you



are being trained by a spiritual organization it is important to be in right relation with that group.
That means valuing the teaching, even if it is being provided to you at no charge.

Never make the assumption that all the costs are covered. In most cases there is a significant
need for funds that are covered by the leaders and a few close associates. A few carry the burden
so that many can learn. But this is not right relation, it creates a great deal of stress and strain that
could be alleviated if more were to give a little and according to their means.

Give where you receive spiritual sustenance and training. Give in right relation and according to
your means.

So how do we find money to give to the work of those spiritual organizations that claim our
allegiance and to the work of the New Group of World Servers. For most people, disciples or
not, income and expenditures are closely matched and there is apparently little room for
generosity. But in most cases the desire nature expands to meet income - extra funds are spent on
clothes, on dinners out and on vacations.

The truth is that to find money to give, we must give something up.

Since the desire nature expands to match or exceed our income to have money at the end of the
week or month, something must be sacrificed.

Then do what DK suggests — offer it up this saved money to the work of the Hierarchy at the end
of the week or month. Pick at least two organizations — an esoteric/spiritual one and a New
Group of World

Servers - an NGO that you respond to and give to both. DK states that whether the sum is large
or small it can be an attractive and magnetic unit in the Masters' plans. Be generous — if it
doesn’t hurt a bit then you haven’t really dug into your desire nature and have not really
sacrificed. Be Joyful — don’t give begrudgingly give happily to the work and the Hierarchy.

Let’s model our lives on the spiritual disciples who went before - through emulating their
harmlessness of thought, word and deed and their spontaneous and joyful generosity, we too can
become fit instruments for service along the lines of the ashram to which we are affiliated.

Thank-you for your attention.
I would like to conclude my talk with the Mantram/Affirmation of the Disciple:

“I am a point of light within a greater Light.
| am a strand of loving energy within the stream of Love divine.
I am a point of sacrificial Fire, focussed within the fiery Will of God.
And thus | stand.

I am a way by which men may achieve.
I am a source of strength, enabling them to stand.
| am a beam of light, shining upon their way.
And thus | stand.

And standing thus revolve
And tread this way the ways of men,



And know the ways of God.
And thus I stand.”



