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Background on the Great Invocation: Three Stanzas

Source: The Compass of Light, Vol. 1, p. 3



Background: Intention



Background: Polysemy



Background: Polysemy & Meditation



Background: Polysemy & Meditation, pt. 2



The Compass of Light series

• Volume 1: Figures of Speech in the Great Invocation

• Volume 2: Etymology in the Great Invocation

• Volume 3: The Sense of Direction in the Great Invocation

• Volume 4: Poetics in the Great Invocation

• Volume 5: Polysemy in the Great Invocation

• Volume 6: Triangles in the Great Invocation

• Volume 7: Heaven and Earth in the Great Invocation



Poetics in the Great Invocation: Author’s Preface



Terms of Art: Meter



Terms of Art: Iambic and Trochaic Meter

Iambic

Trochaic



Iambic Pentameter



Verse 1

From the point of Light within the Mind of God

Let Light stream forth into the minds of men.

Let Light descend on Earth.

Measures:  3 lines, 2 sentences, 24 words, 27 syllables, 95 letters



Verse 1: with alternate syllables stressed

From the point /of Light / within / the Mind / of God [5]

Let Light / stream forth / into / the minds / of men. [5]

Let Light / descend / on Earth. [3]

Note: This is the iambic pattern and 5 + 5 + 3 = 13 metrical feet



Verse 2

From the point of Love within the Heart of God

Let love stream forth into the hearts of men.

May Christ return to Earth.

Measures: 2 sentences, 3 lines, 24 words, 27 syllables, 95 letters---just like the first verse!



Verse 2: with alternate syllables stressed

From the point /of Love / within / the Heart / of God [5]

Let Love / stream forth / into / the hearts / of men. [5]

May Christ / return / to Earth. [3]

Note: This is also the iambic pattern and again, 5 + 5 + 3 = 13 metrical feet



Verse 3

From the center where the Will of God is known

Let purpose guide the little wills of men—

The purpose which the Masters know and serve. 

Note: 1 sentence, 3 lines, 26 words, 31 syllables, and 108 letters



Verse 3

From the / center / where the / Will of / God is / known  [5]

Let purpose / guide the /little /wills of / men— [4]

The purpose /which the / Masters / know and / serve.  [4]

Note: this is the TROCHAIC pattern but 5 + 4 + 4 =13 metrical feet



Verse 4

From the / center / which we / call the /race of / men [5]

Let the/ Plan of/ Love and/ Light work /out [4]

And may it/ seal the/ door where/ evil /dwells.  [4]

Note: 1 sentence, 3 lines,  28 words,  30 syllables, and 101 letters



Verse 4

From the / center / which we / call the /race of / men [5]

Let the/ Plan of/ Love and/ Light work /out [4]

And may it/ seal the/ door where/ evil /dwells.  [4]

Note: this is also the TROCHAIC pattern and again 5 + 4 + 4 = 13 metrical feet



Final Line

Let Light and Love and Power restore the Plan on Earth

Note: 1 sentence, 1 line, 11 words, 13 syllables, 44 letters



Final Lines

Let… Light and / Love and/ Power  → Trochaic, 3 metrical feet

restore / the Plan / on Earth.   → Iambic, 3 metrical feet 



Patterns

• 7 sentences

• 13 lines

• 13 metrical feet per verse 

• 128 syllables (= 27 = 2 x 2 x 2 x 2 x 2 x 2 x 2 = 2 

to the seventh power)



Other patterns: Hints

• Examine the pattern of stressed and un-stressed words and syllables both 

within and across lines and verses

• Some stressed words embody various rays of Aspect (Light, Love, Will-

Power)

• Some stressed words have other similar semantic properties and when 

considered in relation to their position in the Invocation, certain 

geometrical patterns are evident



Parting Thoughts: Abstraction


